Tableau

Why?

*
Tableau draws students into the text, requiring them to revisit the story.

*
Tableau requires students to experience a selection from a different point of view or perspective while putting themselves in the character's place.

*
Tableau allows children the opportunity to spontaneously "act" out a variety of scenes from the story.

*
The audience gains additional perspective.

*
Tableau integrates reading, speaking, and listening skills.

*
All children can participate.

How?

*
Students read all part or all of a selected piece of literature.

*
The teacher may assign particular scenes from the story or students may select a scene to recreate.

*
Students develop a "frozen" dramatic pose to visualize and interpret the text.

*
The teacher or group leader taps a person in the scene, who then speaks in character until tapped again. All other participants remain frozen. Each character has an opportunity speak, but only one character speaks at a time to portray what they are feeling in the scene.

*
Note: modeling helps! Get a group of teachers together for a grade level demonstration.

*
Try this with historical events!
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