“Reading Sounds Like Talking”

(Fluency)

Why?

· Fluent reading sounds like everyday speaking. Words flow from one to the next, and the reader pauses naturally at punctuation. This activity is especially effective for students who rush through reading without pausing at commas or stopping at periods, exclamation points, or question marks.

· To increase fluency, phrasing, and expression.

Why?

· Gather materials: overhead projector, overhead transparency of a short, colorful reading passage, highlighting markers, student copies of reading materials at a variety of instructional levels matched to students’ reading levels.

· Remind students that authors use punctuation in writing to separate thoughts and ideas. Without punctuation, it is often difficult to understand what we read.

· Display a simple passage on the overhead projector. Read the passage with flat expression and without pausing at the punctuation.

· Next, take the same passage and highlight the punctuation with a colored marker. Read it aloud again, this time using expression and pausing (perhaps a bit longer than usual) at each highlight punctuation mark. Discuss the different in the two readings with the students.

· Break students into pairs and give each student a photocopied passage to read at his/her independent reading level. Pair higher level readers (Partner A) with lower level readers (Partner B). Partner A is always the stronger reader.

· Students first mark the punctuation and then alternate reading aloud. The task is to read in a conversational manner, paying close attention to pausing at punctuation. Student will have an easy time adding expression.

· Choose students to read aloud in front of the group or the class.

Optional extension: Tape the students and allow them to hear themselves reading the selection before reading it again with increased expression.

